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This open weight competition is never an easy one to win, mainly because in order to do so, one has to compete alongside world and Olympic champions.  This year was no exception with Hiroshi Izumi, Yasuyuki Muneta and Keiji Suzuki competing, Kosei Inoue, incidentally, was sidelined due to a shoulder injury.  Therefore, few spectators at Tokyo’s Budokan Hall on April 29 gave the 2nd year Kokushikan University student much chance of advancing further than the early rounds.  After all, at just 100 kilograms in weight, being the lowest grade, 3rd dan, and at 19 years 4 months this latest newcomer was the most inexperienced.  And yet despite the foregoing, he has, surprisingly, become the youngest-ever All Japan Judo Champion.  Until now, 1984 Olympic champion, Yasuhiro Yamashita (126 kilos), held this distinction when at 19 years 10 months he won the first of his nine All Japan titles back in 1977.  
How did Ishii do it?  Well, by making excellent use of his Osoto-gari and ground work skills he progressed through the early rounds.  In the quarter-final he defeated with left-sided Ouchi-gari for yuko the 2005 world open-weight bronze medalist Yohei Takai, who was some 30 kilos heavier than he.  In his semi-final bout he again secured a yuko to beat another well-experienced heavyweight Hidekazu Shoda.  In the final contest he faced reigning Olympic champion Keiji Suzuki who was widely expected to win his third consecutive All Japan title.  However, it wasn’t to be.  Iishi gave Suzuki trouble by out gripping him and with no score on the board and only six seconds remaining on the clock, Ishii attacked with left-sided Ouchi-gari to send the Olympic gold medalist to the mat with a thud.  Although Suzuki had managed to twist his body and landed on his side, the referee had no hesitation in awarding a well deserved yuko and with it an astonishing victory to Ishii.  
Even though Ishii proved powerful in ground work and exhibited good leg throws, I was much more impressed with his fitness, confidence but above all with his formidable determination.  So take note of the name, Satoshi Ishii.  We may be hearing more from this young man.  

